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Temporal Creation of the World from Mulla Sadra’s Perspective and
Its Comparison with Quranic Verses and Islamic Hadith

Mohsen lzadi”
Seyed Mohamad javad Seyed Hashemi™
Ali badpa ™"
Abstract

The issue of temporal creation has been a point of divergence among
Islamic philosophers and theologians. Adhering to the superficial meaning
of sacred texts, Islamic theologians have often argued for temporal
creation of the whole universe, including the worlds of angles and nature
and on the opposite side, Islamic philosophers have insisted on essential
creation of the non-materials and the basic material. Mulla Sadra also
believes in the eternity of the world, but tries to propose his theory in such
a way that it would not be in opposition with the superficial meaning of
Quranic verses and Islamic hadith (temporal creation), using especially
his own ideas like “substantial motion”. The present article is an attempt
to collect Mulla Sadra’s views on the verses and hadith he has cited in his
work pertaining to temporal creation and to compare them to the views of
theologians. Although the superficial meaning of the verses and hadiths
shows that the world starts from inexistence, there is no clear affirmation
of the temporal creation of the whole universe or its creation from non-
existence. Considering time as existing independent of the world not only
creates problems in reasoning, it is also not in consistent with the
superficial meaning of the Quranic verses and hadith.

Key Terms: essential creation, temporal creation, Mulla Sadra, Quran,

Hadith.
* Qom University mohseneizadi@yahoo.com
** Qom university javadseyedhashemi@gmail.com
*** Qom university ali.badpa@chmail.ir
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The Place of Four Subtleties in Gaining Knowledge from Ain-Al
Quzat Hamedani's Point of View

Saba Fadavi®
Azim Hamzeian™
Ghodratollah Khayatian™*

Abstract

An important part of Ain-al Quzat Hamedani’s thoughts is dedicated to
the discussion of mystic knowledge. The present article tries to investigate
the role of the four subtleties out of the seven mystic subtleties in
bestowing knowledge from his perspective and to analyze his
epistemological foundations using cognitive sources and tools. He adds
intellect to the three subtleties of insinuating self, heart and soul, but
limits it to the acquisition of theoretical disciplines. He believes that heart
through vision or eye of insight, insinuating self through the knowledge of
insinuating self of the Prophet (P. B. U. H.) or at the state of mystic
annihilation gain knowledge directly from the soul; all associated with
different levels of certainty. But what highlights the role of intellect in his
view is first the origin of sovereignty acting as a bridge between objective
and subjective realities or as a means for translating knowledge, and
second as a prerequisite for the first stage of knowledge. In general, he
considers mystic knowledge as divine intuitional wisdom. He considers
gnosis and mystic knowledge not just as two cognitive concepts, but as
two existential worlds. That is why in Ain-al Quzat’s classification,
imitative and argumentative knowledge types are not considered as stages
of mystical knowledge.

Key Terms: Ain-al Quzat Hamedani, mystic knowledge, soul, intellect,

heart, insinuating self.

* Semnan university fadavis@semnan.ac.ir
** Semnan university ahamzeian@semnan.ac.ir
*** Semnan university khayatian@semnan.ac.ir

Reception date: 99/2/18 Acceptance date: 99/5/4
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Philosophical Rules and Ontology of Monotheism in Al-Mizan
Exegesis

Mohammad Ali Rostamian”
Azadeh Ebrahimi Fakhari™
Abstract

Philosophy is one of those disciplines which have either been countered
by critics and opponents or approved by proponents. Some have
considered philosophical rules baseless while others have emphasized
their role in giving depth to our understanding of Quranic verses and
traditions. One way to demonstrate the use of these principles in the
interpretation of religious texts is the study of Quranic commentaries
which have a philosophic orientation. Al-Mizan exegesis written by a
philosopher commentator can show the application of philosophy in
deepening our understanding of the noble verses of the Qur'an. In the
present article, we examine the application of philosophical rules in the
interpretation of the verses related to divine monotheism in a descriptive-
analytical method. The conclusion is that philosophical principles have a
great role to play in the interpretation of religious texts. In his
interpretation of verses 73-84 of An'am, Allameh Tabatabai has illustrated
the argument of Ibrahim on the oneness of God by proposing the rule of
"the need of cause to an effect in the conservation phase"”. He has also
used the rule of "a giver cannot be without an object™ and the rule of "the
consonance between cause and effect” in the interpretation of verse 258 of
Al-Baghareh, and the rejection of Nimrod's argument that he gives life
and death. To explain the argument of restraint in the interpretation of
verse 22 of Al-Anbiya, he has used "the uniqueness of the abstract type"
and "the consonance between cause and effect".

KeyTerms: philosophical rules, exegesis, divine unity, Al-Mizan Quranic
exegesis, Allameh Tabatabai.
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Investigating the Effect of Ghazali on Suhraward on the Issue of
Reincarnation

Seyed Mohammad Ali Dibaji*
Leila Sheikhi ™
Abstract

The rejection of reincarnation and the how of bodily resurrection are two
important issues in Islamic philosophy and theology. In fact, they have
been important for both thinkers of ancient religions and sects and for
philosophers of religion in the present time. It seems that these two issues,
in the context of Al-Ghazali's dispute with lbn Sina, have created a
special view for Suhrawardi. Suhrawardi has proved the bodily
resurrection using the method of narration. He believes that the same body
will appear in the Hereafter; however, regarding reincarnation, his
position in his works, including Talvihat and Lomabhat, is different from
Hekmatoleshragh. In other words, in all his works relevant to these issues,
except Hekmatoleshragh, he speaks of rejection of reincarnation. In the
latter, his position is expressed in three stages: belief in the occurrence of
the soul, which implies the rejection of reincarnation; hesitation in
rejecting or accepting reincarnation, due to the weakness of the arguments
of the believers and deniers of reincarnation; and a reference to the
possibility of occurrence of some kind of descending reincarnation for the
wicked. The present article is an attempt to show that Suhrawardi's belief
in the possibility of some form of reincarnation is largely influenced by
al-Ghazali's "new body theory" on the how of physical resurrection.

Key Terms: reincarnation, physical resurrection, spiritual resurrection,

purgatory, return, Suhrawardi, Al-Ghazali.
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Evaluation of Plato’s Experience of Beauty as a Numinous
Experience with an Emphasis on Rudolf Otto’s View
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Abstract

Drawing on Rudolf Otto view on numinous experience, the present article
offers a novel reading of Plato's view on the experience of beauty and
love. Based on this reading, the experience of beauty and love can be
considered a numinous experience. Religious experiences are of various
kinds and cannot be included in one category. Having this presupposition
in mind, we try to show that the experience of beauty and love, compared
to other kinds of religious experiences, is closer to numinous experience.
Because, based on Otto’s view on numinous experience, firstly, the
experience of beauty and love is a kind of awareness of a “wholly other”
possessing all or at least the most prominent features of numinous
awareness. Secondly, absolute beauty as the object of the awareness
possesses all or at least the most prominent features of the numinous.
Thus, Plato’s experience of beauty and love could be considered a
numinous experience. Based on this reading, the present article shows that
the numinous experience has a wide scope which can include Plato’s
experience of beauty and love.

Key Terms: religious experience, numinous experience, the numinous,

platonic love, beauty, Rudolf Otto and Plato.
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Relationship between Doctrine of Eternal Return and Jewish
Teachings and Abdullah Ibn Saba: Critique of Nasser al-Qifari's
Approach to the Originality of Eternal Return
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Abstract

Eternal return (Raj’a) is one of the original teachings of the Imamiya
Shiite theology, which has been widely criticized by other Islamic sects.
Nasser al-Qifari, a contemporary Wahhabi thinker, has strongly criticized
this doctrine in his book, Principles of the Imamiya Shiite Sect. These
criticisms include the origins, the inadequacy of the reasons, and the
reasons for the invalidity of this belief. He has tried to link this belief to
Jewish teachings and to trace its origins outside the teachings of Islam. He
has introduced Abdullah Ibn Saba as the founder of this thought.

This is despite the fact that, in addition to successive verses and hadiths
about the doctrine of eternal return, the Jews do not believe in a future
eternal return. In addition, eternal return, as intended by Imamiya
theologians has never been referred to Abdullah Ibn Saba.The most
important achievement of the present article, in addition to rejecting al-
Qifari's ideas, is that it explains the difference between the idea of eternal
return in Imamiya theology and the propositions attributed to Judaism and

Sabaism.
Key Terms : eternal return, Nasser Al-Qifari, Abdullah
Ibn Saba, Jews, Imamiya Theology.
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A Comparative Study of Saints’ Miraculous Deeds from Hojwari,
Ghosheiri and Imam Mohammad Ghazzali 's Points of View
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Abstract

According to some of the teachings of mysticism and Sufism, a mystic
traveler, upon reaching mystic union, is granted the power to interfere in
natural phenomena whose result is deeds that are interpreted as the loss of
habit and mystic miraculous deeds. The purpose of the present study is to
introduce Hojwari, Ghosheiri and Imam Mohammad Ghazzali's views
intended to provide proof for miraculous deeds. As they drew on works
of their predecessors, contemporaries and those coming at a later time, the
study of their views can illuminate the general beliefs surrounding the
issue of mystic miraculous deeds. To this end, the present study, adopting
a qualitative, comparative, analytic method relying on library resources
and text-based views, analyzes their views on mystic miraculous deeds.
Their confirmation of mystic miraculous deeds is largely based on
narrative reasons derived from Quranic hints, hadiths, and anecdotes
narrated by other mystics. From their point of view, mystic miraculous
deeds are not prerequisites of sainthood, but part and parcel of their
authority as saints and confirmation of prophets’ prophecy. Further, the
type of reaction provided by the mystic traveler is also important,
therefore, mystic miraculous deed is not an absolute veil; it’s functions are
explained from the outside observer's point of view. Meanwhile, Ghazzali,
unlike Hojwari and Qhosheiri, emphasizes the elements of intellect and
experience in the realization of mystic miraculous deeds.

Key Terms: saints, mystic miraculous deeds, Hojwari, Ghoshiri, Ghazzali.
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