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Examining Some Criticisms Raised against Theory of Prophetic
Dreams

Hossein Valeh *

Abstract

Some critics of the theory of prophetic dreams have provided four types
of evidence to argue that the theory of prophetic dreams goes against the
holy Quran. They include Quranic evidence, textual evidence, Quranic
teachings as evidence and Quranic expressions as evidence. The
evaluation of these arguments shows that, in some cases, these criticisms
rest on a confusion between the phenomenological issues and theological
and linguistic ones. In some other cases, the rival theory of recitation is
invoked. The presupposition common to all these critics is that a second
order theory can be supported by first order arguments. This is an
indication of the lack of segregation between the linguistic and
knowledge levels. As counterarguments can be brought forward by
references to Quranic verses, in essence settling the issues of the rival
theories cannot be settled with recourse to the text of the holy Quran.

Key Terms: recitation theory, dream theory,phenomenology of revelation,

linguistics of revelation.

* Shahid Beheshti University h_valeh@sbu.ac.ir
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Investigating Avicenna’s Conflict of Opinion on the Issue of
Intelligent and Intelligible Unification

Majid Ahsan®
Milad Nouri Yalghooz Aghaji **

Abstract

The issue of knowledge over world objects is one of the most
controversial issues in the history of philosophy. Meanwhile, dealing with
knowledge without a firm belief in the relationship between cognitive
faculties and the objects of knowledge is almost impossible. One type of
knowledge is rational knowledge which relies on the relationship between
intelligent and intelligible. Avicenna is one of those philosophers who
have discussed this issue in great detail. In some cases, he has provided
support explicitly or implicitly for the unification of intelligent and
intelligible, and in some other cases he seems to reject it. This dual
position has made Avicenna’s conflict of opinion a significant issue.
This issue and the way to deal with it has been discussed by philosophers.
The present article is an attempt to investigate the inadequacies in
Avicenna’s conflict of opinion and presents a new way of dealing with
this conflict using av historical frame of analysis.

Key Terms: Avicenna, unification of intelligent and intelligible,

nowledge, Avicenna’s conflict of opinion.
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Historicity of Oracle in Transcendental Wisdom:
A Critique of Dr. Soroush's Viewpoint

Mohammad Nejati*
Yaser Salari™*
Mostafa Majd™**

Abstract
The historicity theory of Oracle considers Qur'an as a historical fact that is tied to the

capacity and awareness of the audience of the age of emergence and is subject to the
social and cultural conditions of that period. Those who believe in the age of emergence,
with an emphasis on the interaction of Oracle with various requirements of the age of
emergence, deny the immediate descent of Quran and reject the comprehensiveness of its
propositions and its being beyond time and place. The prophetic experience is one of the
major theories in this field. Providing explanations for this theory, Dr. Soroush claims
that the prophetic experience is a theory rooted in the thinking of the Islamic world, and
has received a great deal of attention from Farabi to Ibn Sina, Khawja and Mulla Sadra.
In relation to the claim of the rooted theory of the Prophetic experience, regardless of the
fallacy in the two implied concepts and the power of imagination, the examination
confirms that the rooted theory claim is not at least true of Mulla Sadra’s thought system.
Because Mulla Sadra explains the details of Oracle by neglecting the function of
imagination in transforming the inspirational thinking into senses and details. He also
explains the details of Oracle based on matching the trilogy of existential realms and
invoking the intuition of the two modes of the common sense and the imagination of the
Prophet from the disconnected world of fantasy. Also, Sadr al-Mota'alehin, according to
his own philosophical foundations, believes that because the Prophet, as an innocent
person, received Oracle in its ultimate clarity, lucidity and predication, he thus does not
need any possible manipulation of the sensual powers.

Key Terms: oracle, Mulla Sadra, Soroush, Gospel, Quran.
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Investigating the Idea of Innate Cognition of God in the School of
Detachment with an Emphasis on Mirza Mehdi Isfahani and Sheikh
Mohmood Halabi

Reza Mokhtari”
Fatemeh Soleimanipour ™
Seyed Ghasem Hosseini™*
Abstract

Innate cognition of Allah in the school of Mirza Mehdi Isfahani and his
followers refers to an epistemology that is the opposite of rational cognition. To
achieve this knowledge, one should detach oneself from all thoughts and rational
arguments so that the theme of one’s arguments became irrational. Rejecting this
notion, the present article is an attempt to support the idea that the true meaning
of innate cognition is to profess one’s belief in God, the Almighty, in a clear and
obvious way, so that there is no need for complicated lengthy arguments.
Similarly, in this interpretation, cognition is rational and argumentative;
however, the argument is very simple and clear in nature. This is in contrast with
the view of the school of detachment which is different in nature and makes
rational reasoning unnecessary. Mirza Mehdi claims that cognition of God is
directly achieved, so any intermediary between the mystic and the presented
becomes redundant. Adopting the method of document analysis we have tried to
show that this type of cognition is of a rational nature.

Key Terms: school of detachment, Mirza Mehdi Isfahani, innate cognition,
heart cognition, rational reasoning.
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mokhtarireza6@gmail.com
** soleymanipur@ut.ac.ir
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Extending the Conceptual Levels and Stages of Moral Development
Model with an Emphasis on Aristotle’s Ideas
Sayed Ramezan Aghili*
Jamileh Alamolhoda™
Kourosh Fathi***
Abstract

The meaning of virtue from an anthological perspective is explicitly discussed in
Aristotle’s Virtue Ethics, but the stages of virtue development and the way it is
developed are not adequately delineated. Therefore, this paper aims to extract the stages
of virtue development and the characteristics of each stage from an Aristotelian
perspective using the method of deductive qualitative content analysis. To this end, first
the initial framework or the stages of virtue development were identified through an
examination of the relevant literature. Subsequently, the characteristics of each stage
were extracted from the book of Nicomachean Ethics. The results showed that in general,
the stages of moral development are: The mass-like morality, moral inconsistency, moral
consistency, and virtuosity. Based on the study findings, at the stage of mass-like
morality people are not necessarily evil, but moral issues do not matter for them and they
assume no priority for them. In the moral incontinency stage, people do not have
complete moral knowledge, and their partial knowledge does not lead to moral action. In
the moral consistency stage, people have high moral knowledge and this knowledge
leads to moral action, but they do not fully appreciate it. Ultimately, with moral
knowledge and understanding, people end up with moral action and they appreciate their
moral practice.

Key Terms: Aristotle, ethical psychology, virtue, ethica agents, virtue development

stages.
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Abstract

Foreign policy and understanding the behavior of political units in the
international arena are among the most important issues that have caught
the attention of schools of thought, thinkers and political systems. In the
theology of political Islam, as one of the branches of theology and areas
of Political Studies, which seeks to explain the political religious
teachings, the explanation of foreign policy behavioral patterns in the
teachings of the Holy Quran, Hadith and Imams Siri (practice) has gained
specific importance. Accordingly, in order to achieve foreign policy
objectives, there are numerous mechanisms in the theology of political
Islam, among which are the most important political and cultural
mechanisms that should be considered. The study and reflection upon
these mechanisms shows that political theology of Islam gives high
importance to dialogue and negotiations with other political systems to
solve conflicts and challenges in the international arena.

Key Terms : Islam, foreign policy, political theology, political dialogue

and negotiate.
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Abstract

The study of Sire (practice) of the prophet of Islam (PBUH) and the great
leaders including both Shiites and Sunnis can help us to reach a common
view on the limits of Islam and faith, and also the rules and laws that are
applied to Muslims from different Islamic sects as well as the
disbelievers. Therefore, it is imperative to examine the criteria of Islam
and disbelief in order to deal with the misleading beliefs that Islamic sects
have towards one another. The present paper is an attempt to examine
some issues such as criteria and limits of Islam and disbelief among the
followers of the two major branches of Islam, the criteria of apparent
Islam, the viewpoints of the jurisprudents of Farighein (two sects) about
Takfir, in order to wisely reject the views of Takfiries who
excommunicate other Muslims anyway.

Key Terms: apparent Islam, declaration of faith, faith, disbelief, Takfir,

Salafism and Wahhabism.
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