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stemology of Religion Experience (A Discassion About Religious 
Experience and Epistemological Justification of Religion Belief)
Valiollah Abbasi
Abstract

 Although religius experience is a comprehensive and widespread issue, the concept 
of religious experience is a new and modern phenomenon, whose history dates back 
to the modern Europe, and discussed today as one of the important topics  in the 
philosophy of religion. Religious experience has various dimensions : 
Phenomenological dimension, psycological dimension, epistemological dimension . 
The present article addresses the epistemological dimension of the religion 
experience. The epistemology of the religious experience tries to answer this 
question as to whether religious experience would be able to justify the religious 
belief or not. There are different ways of answering this question , one of which 
being analysis on the basis of essence and nature of the religious experience. Thus 
solution to this problem depends to some extent upon how we describe the religious 
experience. The opinions set fourt within the framwork of this question may be 
categorized in three major groups: ١. Religious experience is a feeling ٢. Religius 
experience is a perception ٣. Religious experience is a supernatural. Hence the 
present article raises preliminary discussions about religious experience and its 
meanings and characteristics, and then examines the rationality of the epistemology 
of religious experience on the basis of the essence and of this experience.
 Kay words: Religious experience, epistemology , rational justification. 

History of Epistemology
Abdolhossein Khosropanah, Ph.d 

 Research Center for Islamic Culture and Thought
Abstract

 Epistemology in the Islamic word has witnessed two junctures: The first juncture 
which included the era from Kandi to Allameh Tabatabaei, whose thinkers only 
addressed the issues and chapters of epistemology, while no comprehensive and 
complete book in this domain were authored by them and the second juncture covers 



the age of Allameh Tabatabaei and his pupiles(Neo-Sadraiyans), who belived in a 
sort of independence in the domain of epistemology. However, epistemology in  the 
west has left behind four junctures: In the first one, topics on ontology and 
anthropology were addressed and unuttered presumptions about epistemology were 
considered; in the second juncture, namely, from the rise of Socrates up to 
Renaissance, issue s of epistemology were addressed in a scattered manner; in the 
third juncture, from Renaissance to the modern time , some monographs were 
allocated to this science, and in the fourth juncture -the twentieth century- an 
autonomous view towards epistemology emerged.
 Kay words: Epistemology, anthropology , science , religion . 

Study of the Concept of Substance as Aristotle Sees it
Zakaria Baharnejad, Ph.d 

 Shahid Beheshti University
Abstract

 The word ûSubstance which is a translation of the Greak word ûousia, is one of the 
kay and fundumental words in the philosophy of Aristotle. The word has been used 
synonymously with nature, character, and as an antonym to genesis (emergence, 
generation, and becoming ), and implies existence or fixed , sustainable and non-
transforming being. Some people have also used the word ûousia  as a meaning of 
substance, existence and essence. Whereas Aristotle himself has offered various and 
differtent definitions for this word, and sometimes determined its evidences in 
addition to offering a definition, some differences of opinions have emerged 
between his western and Islamic expositors. The present article examines and 
explains the issue while addressing the difference between the commentaries of the 
expositors.
 kay words: Substance, essence , existence .

Science and Religion
Esmaeil Darabkolaei, Ph.d.

 Shahid Beheshti University
Abstract

 Religion and religionists have been swarmed by different questions and enquiries 
that call for proper answers, and religion, as to whether there has been any conflict 
between science and religion or not. If yes, what solution and answer may be offered 
to work out this conflict? In terms of logic there is probably four types of relations 
between science and religion:
١. Thay may be attributed  to two totally different domains, which apparently 

have no relations with each other.
٢. There is a conflict and friction between them , but in order to solve it , we 

should attach priority to religion.
٣. In order to solve the conflict we should attach  priority to science.
�. By preserving the dignity and status of science and religion , we should 

believe in interaction and cooperation between them.



 The present article tries to use proofs and reasons in order to criticize the first 
three relations through a library documentation method, and work out the above 
conflict on the basis of the fourt relation, wih this belief that we should preserve the 
dignity and status of science and religion and the belief in their interaction.
 Kay words: Man, wisdom , science, religion, revelation, conflict , domain ,  
distinction, interaction , adaptation .

Resurrection in the Holly Quran and the Old and New 
Testaments
Somayyeh Kalhor

 Islamic Azad University, North Tehran Branch
Abstract

 Death has been a mystery for the man since the genesis of his creation, and a certain 
belief in the after-death life has existed since the very beginning. In a general view 
to these beliefs, a special common point is seen among them, showing that man 
would not be destroyed when he died, rather a delicate substance without any mass, 
volume and shape would remain from him, which is commonly interpreted as 
ûsoul”although there is a difference of opinions concerning the justification of the 
concervation of soul. the present article, by concentrating on the divine religions of 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam and in an attempt to investigate this root of belief , 
elaborates that these religions have common veiwpoints concerning the certainly of 
death and after-death life, however , there is a difference of opinions about certain 
issues relating to them.
 Key words: Resurrection 

On dowing philosophy of Religion
Seyyed Mohammad Ali Dibaji Ph.D 

 Tehran University
Abstract

John Hick believes: on doing philosophy of religion (whose task is studing 
knowledge of God and explanation of believing God so that it can convince 
unbelievers) we have to know that our knowledge is limited and related to that level 
of truth which is manifested for us. So we always need the complementarity of 
others. On the other hand any different approaches to religion and to God explain 
only one or some of aspects of reality, not the whole. Therefore may be the 
philosopher of religion choice the best common point of them in the epistemological 
insight of Kant and on the method of analytical philosophy –that dosen't consider 
anything as reviled truth. In the approaches of knowledge of God and belief in him, 
this point is the same as religious experience. In both religious and naturalistic 
interpretations of universe we can say there is religious experience. This experience 
which formed jointly by the universal presence of God and our own religious 



conceptualities can place man in a gradual transformation from self-centredness 
towards a universal compassion and to knowing of God. But the atheists, in orther to 
have some excuse from accepting the religious experience, took phisicalism as a 
special form of naturalism. Phisicalism reduces all of metaphisical events to phisical 
characters on the basis of its central principle, tha t is reductionism, but there are two 
contradictions in their position: logical and empirical. The logical one is that if the 
mental and brain events are always correlated with each other'it doesn't mean 
logically that they are identical and the empirical is that it cannot interpret the 
decisive parapsychological events.
 Key words: God, transendental truth , philosophy of religion , religious  
experience, experience , paradigm of experience , physicalism , Kant's  epistemology.
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